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What makes Connecticut land record keeping unique?

• Connecticut is one of three states to store land records on the town level. (Rhode Island 
and Vermont are the others.) Most states store them on the county level. 

• Land records are stored by the town or city clerk, not the county clerk or recorder. 
• Land records are stored in the town in which the land was located at the time the 

transaction occurred. 



Why does this make research challenging?
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Town Boundaries Have Changed Over Time

• Connecticut town boundaries have changed over time, so the records 
of the same property may be in three or more towns. 

• To trace the history of the towns, go to “List of Connecticut Towns & 
Counties Including Year Established”: 
https://ctstatelibrary.org/cttowns/counties#:~:text=List%20of%20Con
necticut%20Towns%20%26%20Counties%20Including%20Year,taken%
20from%20Farmington%20%2023%20more%20rows%20. 

https://ctstatelibrary.org/cttowns/counties#:%7E:text=List%20of%20Connecticut%20Towns%20%26%20Counties%20Including%20Year,taken%20from%20Farmington%20%2023%20more%20rows%20




The records of properties now in New Haven are still in New Haven. 

The records of older properties from Branford, East 
Haven, Hamden, North Haven, Orange (and thus West 

Haven) and Woodbridge may be in New Haven. 



Step 1 to Finding a Land Record

• Identify the town the property was in at the time. 
• Land in New Haven has remained there since 1638. 
• Land in Branford was in New Haven prior to 1685. 
• Land in parts of Woodbridge was in New Haven prior to 1784. 
• Land in East Haven was in New Haven prior to 1785.
• Land in Hamden and North Haven was in New Haven prior to 1786. 
• Land in parts of Orange was in New Haven prior to 1822. 



Step 2 to Finding a Land Record

• Determine how to access the records of that town. Start with a web 
search for the town clerk’s office and the town name. 

• Check to see if they have any records digitized and/or accessible 
online. 

• Check to see what’s on FamilySearch. 
• Determine what you’ll need to visit the vault to access. 



New Haven’s Town Clerk has digitized land records from July 1951-
2022. 



To search New Haven land records online, go to 
https://www.searchiqs.com/ctnha/Login.aspx.  

Records are digitized post-July 1951. You will need to 
pay a fee to save images.

https://www.searchiqs.com/ctnha/Login.aspx


FamilySearch has records up to 1901.

Most Connecticut land records can only be accessed at a FamilySearch affiliate. 



To find an affiliate, 









To search the records, 











Know some records may not be digitized. 

To trace records between 1901-1951 you need to visit the town clerk’s vault.



Step 3 to Finding a Land Record

• Access the records themselves. 
• Start by checking the grantor/grantee index for the volume and page.(Be 

sure to check both indexes to make sure you find all deeds for your 
property.) 

• Grantor = seller. 
• Grantee = buyer.

• “Pull” – locate and copy – the deed.
• The tax assessor’s field cards may provide you with the most recent volume and 

page as a place to start. 
• Can’t find a listing? Remember that land could be passed by will rather than sale. Be 

sure to check probate.



What does a grantor/grantee index look like?



What does a deed look like?



Case study I: The Library, 133 Elm St. 



A bit of history

• From Historic Buildings of Connecticut:
The Library was built between 
1908-1911 and designed by 
Cass Gilbert of New York.  

• As a result, we know the land was 
purchased 1908 or earlier. 



A bit of history

• From the library’s website: 
1906-1911 “Gentlemen:–If the City of New Haven will provide a 
suitable site for it, I desire to erect and present to the City a handsome, 
fireproof building for the Public Library.” With these words, and a gift of 
$300,000, Mary E. Ives (Mrs. Hoadley Ives), became the founding 
mother of the present New Haven Free Public Library. The site, at the 
corner of Elm and Temple Streets where the Library stands today, was 
purchased by the city for $95,000. The architect, Cass Gilbert, designed 
the brick and marble building to harmonize with the traditional 
architecture of New Haven, and especially with the United Church 
nearby. The building was formally dedicated to the City of New Haven 
on May 27, 1911.



We don’t know from whom the Library’s land 
was purchased. 
• An initial grantor/grantee search turned up empty, so let’s try it a 

different way. Who lived on the property prior to 1911?



Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

• In 1901, the property on which 
the Library now sits was 
numbered as 65 Elm St. 



Who lived in 65 Elm St?
In 1900 census, the property was owned by Caroline A. Bristol.  



Caroline died in 1905, and the property was 
divided between her heirs. 



What about prior?

• Because we’re working from the digitized land records, we need to 
narrow the date range to find the point Caroline and her husband 
purchased the property. 

• She’s also listed on Elm Street on the 1880 census.
• Let’s use the city directories to narrow the dates further. 

• In 1878, Caroline is at 65 Elm. 
• In 1862, Caroline’s husband is at 65 Elm.
• In 1861, Caroline’s husband and his son are at 44 Elm.

• They bought between 1861 and 1862. 



Let’s check the Grantor/Grantee Index. 

And we quickly get overwhelmed. William is just too involved in town – there are 3-6 entries for him in every 
directory. How do we narrow it down?
First, as he was a lawyer, we have to remove any documents for which he played a role as an administrator or 
trustee. He also politically involved, so we need to remove references of him acting for the town. 
We then need to sort through the rest…



Where would we go from here?



Hopefully we’ll find a deed of purchase. 

• If not, did William inherit the property? Is there a sibling or parent 
from whom he could be an heir? 



Questions?
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